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JAYABEN PESAl WAL BORN M 1933 M A5 A TEEMAZER, SHE TOOK PART IN THE INPIAM
DRARMAT, A VILLAGSE N GUTARAT, TNFLA, TO 4 INPEPENCENCE MOVEMENT ASAINST THE ERTTISH
LANDOWHNING FAMILY, SHE WAS ALLOWED TS RLLE; &0iNG ON PEMSHSTRATIONS IN HER VILLAZE
PO THIMGS THAT SIRLS WERE NOT EXFECTER TS WHEN BHE WAk & STUPENT.

o M THOSE DAYS -
LEE FLAYING ON THE STREETS ANP FLYING
KITES WITH HER TWO BROTHERS.

WHEN SHE Was I, TAYABEN SOT MARRIED T GHE JOMER SURYAKANT N TANZAMA
SURYAKANT FESAl WHD MANASER A FACTORY WHEN THEIR SON WAS NEARLY TWo.

N DAR-ES-SALAAM, TANZANIA, AFTER THE AFTER THE BIRTH OF THER SECOND SON;
WEDPDPMNG,; JAYABEN STAYVED ON IN INPIA TO JAYABEN AN HOME-BASED SEWING
COMPLETE HER TALORING COURSE, WHICH 15 CLASSES FOR A FEW YEARS,

WHEN HER FIRST CHILP Was BORM.




ARTER INCPEPENPENCE, MANY EAST AFRICAN
COUNTRIES APOPTER POLICES TO PROWOTE
THE AFRICAN POPLILATION.
TOSETHER WITH THOUSANPS OF OTHER ASlaM
FAMILIES M UEAND A, KENYA AND TANIZANL, THE
CESA] FAMILY LEFT. THEY LAME TO
IMPLA M 1964, BUT THES Was NOT THER
FRAL PRESTATION.

AFTER THE @8
COMMONNEAL TH INWESRANTS
ACT |6 PASSED, PEOPLE
LIKE LS WHS HOLEP BRITISH
PASSPORTS WILL HAVE TO
SET A visd TO ENTER
SRITAIN.

T MUST AT
Mo BERORE THEY

LET ME GO %
BOMBAY AN

SEE WHAT I
CaAM P,

YOUR FATHER HAS
SONE ALL THE WaAY TS LONDON,
WITH OME LITTLE SUITCAGE!
HE WANTS US TO JOWN HM 1N A
FEW MONTHS.

SJATAREN ANT THEIR CHLFREN JOMER
SLRYVARANT [N LONDPON 1N OCTOBER 1958,

IT GETS DARK 50
EARLY. ALL THE HOUSES LOoK
THE SAME. AND THE TREES - THEY
LOCK BURNT, DARK AND BARE,

I HAF HEART THAT LOMFON WAS
THIS GRAND PLACE. IT 16 JUGT
NOT WHAT T HAD

THERE WAS A LOT OF RACAL PISCRIVBATION
IN THE LK [N THE 19506 AND TOS AMDP
IT WAS FPIFFICLILT FOR MIGRANTS TO GET
HOLSNG,

MO THERE
e MO RooE,
TS RENT HERE




WHY PONT ¥YOU TAKE
YOUR BREAK HEW, Yo HAYvE
BEEN HERE SINCE EARLY
HMPRMING

IF I &TOF NOW,
ALY MAME WILL SLIP Dondi
THAT LIST - I HEERF THIS

JAYABEN STARTER WORM AT GRUNNCK FLA
PROCESSING LABORATORY IN WILLESTEN,

STaP CHATTERIMNG
LIKE MOMKEY S - THIS |6
HNOT 4 Z00! ANP MRS PESAL;
I WANT ¥OU TS WoRK
S, CVERTIVE ToDAYT

7 SOME ARE MONKEYS
WHE PANCE TE YEUR THNE,
COTHERS ARE LIONS WHD SAN
BITE YOUR HEAD OFF,
WE ARE THSOSE LGNS,
MR MANASER.




JAYABEN AND A SROUP OF WORKERS JAYABEN TRAVELLED ACROSS THE COUNTRY

WALKED OUT IN PROTEST OM 20
AUGUST 1976 AND JONED A TO WIN SLUPPCRT FROM WORKERS ANG

TRADE UMIOM, APEY.

WE
HAVE COME
TS JOHN YOL,

AL BUPPORT FOR THE STRIEERS SEEW, THERE
WHERE & SAT AREN WERE AA55 PICKETS WHICH BROWSHT
TOPAYE SHE i uﬁlli__;,-r* THOUSANI S OF ORPINARY PEOFLE AMD?
THE FIRST TO COME HERE WORKERS FROM OTHER PLACES TS THE
| HARRCOW STREETS OUTSIFE SRLMNWICK.
THE POLICE WERE AL&D OUT 1IN FORCE ANE?
WERE QUITE ASARESSHVE TS THE STRMERS

HER PARENTS ANZ THEIR SUPPORTERS.
STOPPED HER FEOM
COMMG - THEY THINK THAT H >
STANCFING HERE ALL DAY 3 ke
: T

AHD SHOUTIMG SLOSANS
— LIKE THIS WILL BRBMNE
BHAME OH THE FAMILY,




IN PROTEST,; FOUR SRUMNNCK STREERS STASED
A HUMNCER STRIKE QUTSIPE THE HEARQUARTERS OF
THE TRADPES LBEOH CONGRESS O 21 MOVEWMEBER 977,

WHAT BESAN 45
A FEEHT FOR LMIGHN

RECOGEMITION His ENPER
WP WITH WS CHALLENGMNG
SR N MM,

DONT FORGET,
WE WO PESPLE'S HEARTS,
S0 MANY JRDIMARY MENZERS
OF THE LNICHMS CAME TO
SUPPORT LS EVEM IF THEIR
LEAFERS HAVE TLRMEL

BUT THE UNICH FIF HOT CHANGE T FECIBICH
ARD THE STREE WAS FRALLY CALLED OFF IN
SULY 1WFE. JAYABEN WENT ON TO TEACH
AN ASlAN PRESSHMAKING COURSE AT
HARROW COLLESE; WEMBLEY.

SED HER COMTRIBUTION
L BE OF HOMOUR AT THER NATISHNAL
CONFERENCE M JUNE 200F. JAvASEM, WHD ISR
o8 I= DECEMBER 2040 ASEDR TF, I MOW
CELEBRATED FOR CHANGING THE TRADE LINIONS'
TTITURES TOWARL?S NOM-WHITE AND
WOMEN WORKERS.




Jeulie Gt L ez lEEC - *

. Was [F ANP ABCUT TO BESIN HER
JATINDER'S FATHER WENT TO ENSLAND FROM ™ SCHASL THE PAMLY JOINED

GHE
vEAR
A VELASE IN PLINJASR TO FINE WORK PURTNG Ad BUT ALES
THE 1950%, SHE LOCKED FORWARD PRV R A S R N BTN Ay AL

TS His YEARLY VISITS HOWAE.

M A HOUSE, RAT WORKED AT A POST OFFICE;
WHILE JATINPER [IF ASSEMBLY WORK
M A FACTORY.

I REALLY
WANT TO &0

ARE Yo
LEAVIMG YOUR
Fay Jo8 AT THE

INAME HAS BEEN CHANSEDR TO PROTECT ANCRYMITY, A5 SUBIECT 5 STILL ALNE.




A YEAR AETER HER MARRLASE, J.ﬂ-'ITI"FEE' -
FOUND THAT SHE W45 PREGNANT

" T HAVE TO e
7 LOOK AFTER THEM N
PURING THE Pay,

ONCE THE CHILIPEEN WERE OLIPEE, SJATIHFER SO0ON FOUNE A FULL TIWE JOB
SATHPER ENROLLED AT THE SOUTHALL AT HILLINGEON ROSPITAL, CLEANING
COLLESE TO STURY FOR AN AND SERVIMNG MEALS TS THE PATIENTS.
KNG N FOOCD AND HYSENE SHE JOINER THE TRAFE LMKIN: INISON.

AND TO WPROVE HER ENELISH,

HELLO,
HoW ARE You
FEELMG TORAYT




THE FOLLOWNG YEAR, M i394,
HILLMGRSN HOSPITAL CONTRACTER
QUT THE CLEAMMSG SERVICES TO
i A CoMPANY CALLED PALL MALL CLEAMING.

HAVE Yo HEARE
THE MEWS T THE HOSAITAL
HAS SIWVEN THE CLEANING
CONTRAET TS THE
PRIVATE COMPANY.

I WONCPER
WHAT T WILL
MEAMN FOR US.

————

IN 1996, PaLL Mall CLEAMING
MARE AN AMHOUNCEMENT,

YOU HAVE 90 —
DAYS TO BIGN THE }——
NEW TERMS ANG
CONDITIONS -

BUT THIS SAYS
WE Wikl GET &40
FoLNCS LESS
EVERY WEEK,

; o BT \
URMILA HAS. SHE
SAYE WE WiLL
BE SACKER = WE
FONT.

Pay PEAPLINE WAS LIPON THEM -
BUT &F THE &l CLEANERS, CMLY & HAR
SEMNER THE ASREENENT.

THAT HESHT; THE COMPANY SENT 4 LETTER
OF PIsMIGSRAL TO ALL THE 55 WORKERS,




THEIR UNICON, UNISON INITIALLY SUFFORTER ToRAY, THOWSEH PAST THE OFFRCIAL

THEM, BUT THE WORKERS REFUGED TS ACCEPT RETIREMENT ASE, JATINGER WORKS

THE ASREEMENT LNISON NEGOTIATES WITH FART-TIME ANP LOOHS AFTER HER

THE COMPANY. THEY TOOK THEIR CAGE FOR ERANC-PALUCHTER WHILE HER DMALSHTER)
UNFATR DPISMTISSAL TO AN EMPLOYMENT MEETA, WORKS AT A COMPANY THAT PREFARES

TRISUNAL., WITH THE LNICON'S SUFFORT THE MEALS FOR AIRLINES, SATE GOURNVET.

WOMEN WON THEIR CaSE IN OCTOBER 2000,

MESTA WENT BACK
TS WOERE WHEN HER
PALSHTER WaAS & MONTHS OLF.
ENMFLOYERS ARE NOT ALLOWEDR
TO SACK PREGNANT WOMEN LKE
THEY LISED TO, WHEM I :

THE SACKED WORKERS AT
HILLINGEFON HOSPTTAL HAVE WOH
THEIR CAGE ANF ARE TO BE
ANARDED BACKPATED PaAY
ANE REMNSTATER TO THER JoO85,

AFTER 5 LONG |
YEARS, THIS FEELS

GRAPLALLY,: THE COMPANY STARTED AMAKIMG
MEETA Was CALSHT WP N A SIMILAR CHANGES TO THE TERMS AN COMPITIONS FOR
SET OF CIRCLIMSTANCES WHEN BRITISH THE WORKERS AND THE MANASEMENT BECAME

AIRWAYE SUBCONTRACTER TO GATE GOURMET. IH:.‘.F!EA.S-D-I&..‘:’ Hﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁ RESISTED

Fa WE HAYE 3 WEWEN
POiMNG THE JO8, LETS TRY IT
WITH 2 WOMEN INGTEAR,




OH I0TH ALSLST 006, WHEN THE WORKERS
RETURMED FROM THER AORNMSG TEA BREAX...

WHAT ARE THESE 1
FESPLE POiNG WEORKING

N OUR FLACET

44 WORKERS WERE SELECTER FOR REPUNPANCY
THEY WERE OLIPER OR HAL HEALTH
ISSUES. THES TIME, THE WORKERS ALSD LOGT
THEIR CASE FOR UNFAIR FiSiissal AT THE
EMPLOVMENT TRIBUMAL .,

THE WORKERS ASSEMBLED IN THE CANTEEMN TO
FISlUSss WHAT HAR HARFEMNER. THEY WERE
JOMER THERE BY SHOP STEWARPS
FROM THEIR LGN,

v I ALWAYE THOUSHT

THAT ALL THE STRLSSELES
OF MY CENERATION WoOULEP
MEAM THAT LIFE WOULP BE
: EASER FOR YOLL

FONT WOREY ML '-
SOME THINGS HAVE GOT %
BETTER! BUT I HaVE AL&S

LEARNED FROM YOl THAT
WE HaWVE TS KEEP O
FiSHTING FOR OUR
RIGHTS.




STRIKING WOMEN

www.striking-women.org

‘Striking Women: South Asian workers’ struggles in the UK labour
market from Grunwick to Gate Gourmet’ is a Follow-On project
funded by the Arts and Humanities Research Council.

We have produced three kinds of resources. The first is an
educational site about migration, women and work, rights and
responsibilities at work and the story of the action by South Asian
women during the Grunwick and Gate Gourmet industrial disputes.
These resources can be found on www.striking-women.org. This
site includes student-friendly research findings, workbooks,
time-lines, case studies, learning objectives and activities for
students. The second is a two part comic which depicts the life
stories of two South Asian women involved with these disputes,
downloadable from the site. The third is a mobile exhibition which
can be borrowed by community groups and organisations. For
further information, contact sanitha@lincoln.ac.uk

This project builds on the work of an earlier research project
entitled “Subverting Stereotypes: Asian Women's Political
Activism” carried out by Ruth Pearson, University of Leeds, with
Linda McDowell (University of Oxford) and Sundari Anitha
(University of Lincoln). Detailed findings from the original research
can be found on www.leeds.ac.uk/strikingwomen
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